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Different Ways to Solve Problems
Quarter 4 • Lesson 11
Focus on Life Skills

1. Connecting: Use clues to solve an animal problem.

2. Teaching: Learn how to solve difficult problems (Proverbs 18:17; 1 Kings 3:11b–12).

3. Responding: Play a drawing game to practice giving different answers.

SUPPLIES
 • Bible
 • 4 smooth stones
 • 1 piece soft, fluffy material such as cotton
 • 1 piece of leather or similar material
 • 2 sticks

Optional Supplies:
 • Memory Verse poster
 • 8 pieces of paper (large enough for the class to see from the front of your space)
 • Crayons
 • Student Pages

Teacher Devotion

You want to do what is right and fair when you judge people.  
Because that is what you have asked for, I will give it to you.  

I will give you a wise and understanding heart.  
So here is what will be true of you.  

There has never been anyone like you. And there never will be.  
1 Kings 3:11b–12

We all have problems. They are a direct result of sin. Some problems are easy to solve while 
others are not. In this verse, God gives King Solomon wisdom. Solomon knew that being 
king meant having to settle other people’s disputes as well as his own. As an adult who looks 
after children, you too may find yourself helping children to resolve their arguments.

Whatever problems you and your children face, know that God will provide the wisdom 
necessary to help you solve them. Sometimes you may need to look at more than 1 solution 
to a problem before you can solve it. When you ask for the Holy Spirit to guide your 
thoughts and actions, He will. May God give you a wise and understanding heart to help 
guide your decisions and solve your problems.
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Family Connection: Encourage the children to talk to their families about something they 
have done that took more than 1 try to get right. 

LESSON TIME
1. Connecting: Use clues to solve an animal problem.
Greet the children as they enter the teaching space and ask each to name 1 problem-solving 
step. Then, ask them to sit in a circle. When you join the children in the circle, bring the 
stones, soft material, leather, and sticks with you.

We have been talking about solving problems. Today, I have a problem and I need you 
all to help me solve it. Would you like to help me?

Teacher Tip: For this opening activity, the suggested animal is a deer. If your children do 
not know what a deer is, use an antlered animal that is familiar to them instead. 

I have some objects here that we will pretend are all part of an animal. You must work 
together to figure out what type of animal it is. Pass this stone around the circle. Close 
your eyes as you feel the stone. Note whether it is hot or cold, smooth or rough, and 
hard or soft. There are 4 stones in all and they are the first clue. 

Give the children time to pass 1 of the stones around the circle. 

  • Picture what it felt like to touch the stone. How does the stone feel?

Answers may include: hard, smooth, and cold.

Let’s look at all of the stones.

  • How many stones are there?

There are 4. 

Place the stones on the ground as if they are the hooves of a deer. Place 2 together toward 
where the front of the animal would be and 2 together toward where the back of the animal 
would be.

  • If we pretend these are the feet of an animal, what animal could this be?

Answers may include: goats, sheep, deer, antelope, gazelles, or other hoofed animals.

We will need to look at the other clues to decide what our animal is. Next, let’s look at 
the small piece of leather. Let’s pass the piece of leather around the circle.

  • What does the leather feel like?

  • What animals can you think of that have leathery noses? 

Now let’s pass this soft piece of material around. We will pretend it is an animal’s tail.

  • What animals can you think of that have soft and fluffy tails?

Allow 2–4 children to respond.

Now you are getting closer to figuring out what animal we are pretending this is! We 
have 1 more clue to help us solve our problem—the 2 sticks. Let’s pass the 2 sticks 
around the circle. 



3Focus on Life Skills

Quarter 4Different Ways to Solve Problems Lesson 11

Teacher Tip: Be sure the children pass the sticks in a safe manner so that no one is hurt!

  • How do the sticks feel?

Answers may include: bumpy, rough, smooth, pointy, etc. 

  • What animal has 2 antlers or horns on its head that are like sticks?

Answers may include: goats, antelope, gazelle, deer, and other similar animals.

Great! Now let’s put all of the pieces together. 

  • What animal has 4 hard hooves, 1 leathery nose, 1 soft tail, and 2 horns or antlers 
on its head?

Allow 3–4 children to respond. If the students get stuck, guide them with hints about 
the animal you thought of at the beginning of the activity.

Thank you for helping me with my problem. It appears that there is a deer with us in 
our teaching space!

Optional: If you are using Student Pages, ask the children to use crayons to draw their 
objects on the bird.

2. Teaching: Learn how to solve difficult problems  
(Proverbs 18:17; 1 Kings 3:11b–12).

In life, it is not always easy to solve problems. Sometimes you may have to try to solve 
a problem many different ways before you find a solution. Some big problems may not 
ever be fully solved. But God helps us even when problems do not go away. 

  • What is an example of a difficult problem that you might have?

Allow 2–3 children to respond.

  • What steps can help you solve it?

Have the children hold up their fingers for each step, just as they did in Lesson 10. 1. 
Pray for understanding. 2. Identify the problem. 3. Gather information. 4. Try to solve 
the problem.

You have learned 4 steps to help you solve problems, but what happens if your first 
solution does not work? There is 1 more step to help you when this happens. 

Step 5: Try other solutions.

There will be times when you choose what you think is the best answer and it does not 
solve the problem. There will be other times when you choose a solution and it works 
the way you want it to. Sometimes problems can be very difficult. In a courtroom, both 
sides of a story are told. Listen to what the Bible says about figuring out what is the 
right information to help you solve a problem.

Read this verse directly from your Bible.

The one who states his case first seems right,  
until the other comes and examines him. 

Proverbs 18:17, ESV
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You may sometimes think that you have a solution to a problem when you actually 
need more information to decide how to solve it. So how do you find the correct 
answer to a problem if the first thing you try does not work? Use step 5 and try other 
solutions. 

In a true story from the Bible, King Solomon knew he needed help to make good 
decisions. So, he asked God for wisdom to help him make decisions. Listen to what 
God said to King Solomon.

 You want to do what is right and fair when you judge people.  
Because that is what you have asked for, I will give it to you.  

I will give you a wise and understanding heart.  
So here is what will be true of you.  

There has never been anyone like you. And there never will be.  
1 Kings 3:11b–12

God did as He said He would because God always keeps His promises! He helped King 
Solomon to grow in wisdom because God knew Solomon would need it to help others 
in a fair way. Since Solomon was the king, people came to him to solve their problems. 
King Solomon was already wise in asking God to help him understand things in a way 
that others do not. In this way, he completed the first step of problem-solving (hold up 
1 finger).

The Bible tells of a time when King Solomon helped to put a baby boy back in the 
arms of his mother. In the true story, 2 women were arguing over the baby. Both 
women claimed to be his mother. Solomon gathered information from both women, 
but he still was not sure which woman was the baby’s mother. Solomon tested both 
women so that he could figure out which was the mother. The test worked, and the 
baby was given to his mother! God gave Solomon wisdom, and Solomon used it to 
solve problems.

God made all of us with minds that seek wisdom. When we ask Him, God can provide 
us with wisdom, just as He did with Solomon. When you think a problem is too difficult 
to solve, stop and ask God to give you wisdom. Then, use the mind He gave you to 
think of different ways to solve the problem.

In the animal activity you did today, you first looked at each object separately. When 
you looked at the objects and considered how each of them felt, you only saw part of 
the solution to the problem. When you thought about the objects together and tried 
to think of an animal that included each part, it helped you to solve the problem. 

It is okay if you cannot solve a problem the first time you try. You can look at the 
problem a different way and try again! 

Let’s review all the steps for solving problems.

Pray for understanding (children hold up 1 finger)

Identify the problem (children hold up 2 fingers)

Gather information (children hold up 3 fingers)
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Try to solve the problem (children hold up 4 fingers)

Try other solutions (children hold up 5 fingers)

3. Responding: Play a drawing game to practice giving 
different answers.

Let’s play a drawing game! For this game, I will split the class into 2 teams. This side of 
the teaching space (indicate 1 side) is Team 1, and this side (indicate the other side of the 
space) is Team 2. I will choose a child from each team. I will whisper to these children 
a description of a picture to draw. As the child draws, the rest of the team will try to 
guess what the picture shows. Your team might not guess the correct answer right 
away, so you will have to continue guessing what the picture is. If you are drawing and 
your team does not guess correctly, you may have to draw a new picture. The child 
who drew the picture for the team that guessed correctly will choose 1 child from each 
team to draw the next picture.

Choose from the following scenes, or use your own ideas. Choose scenes your children 
will be likely to see in their daily lives. If you make up your own scenes, make sure they are 
simple things that the children will be able to draw. Here are a few ideas:

A bird feeding her chicks.

A car driving on a road.

A person climbing a mountain.

A person getting water from a well.

An ant carrying a piece of food. 

Select 1 child from each team to draw first. Give each team 1 stick to use to draw in the dirt. 
Continue playing for 3–5 minutes.

Optional: If you have 8 pieces of paper and some crayons available, use these instead of 
drawing with sticks on the ground.

That was fun! You all did a great job figuring out what the pictures showed. Our 
memory verse today reminds us to ask God for help when we solve problems.

Show the Memory Verse poster, if you are using it.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  
Do not depend on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5

Trust in the Lord—Grasp hands together.

With all your heart—Cross arms with palms over your heart.

Do not depend on your own understanding—Indicate no while touching the sides of your 
head with your index fingers.
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End class by saying this blessing, based on 1 Kings 3:11b–12, over the children.

Blessing: May you ask God for wisdom. May you seek to do what is right and fair. May 
God give you wisdom and understanding when you face a problem. 

Lead the children in singing this quarter’s song if possible.

“Reckless Love” by Cory Asbury: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE

https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE



