Leaders in Everyday Life

Quarter 10 « Lesson 8
Focus on Character Development

I. COhheC'(Ll'hg: Do an activity to learn about circles of influence.
2. Téac%ing: Hear the story about Peter and Tabitha (1 Peter 5:3; Acts 9:36-42).

3. Respondihg: Choose a way to lead in each circle of influence.

SUPPLIES

*Bible

® Stick

Optional Supplies:

* Memory Verse Poster

e The Action Bible,image of Peter raising Tabitha
e Pencils

e Student Pages

Before class, use the stick to draw a circle in the dirt. The circle should be just large enough for all the
children to stand in. The circle should be crowded when all the children stand in it together. Then draw
a second, slightly larger circle outside the first circle. The children should have a little more room to
stand in this circle. Finally draw a third circle outside the other circles. The children should have more
space in this circle.

Teacher Devotion

After that, [Jesus] poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
John 13:5

It can be easier to lead people you do not know than to lead those in your daily life. But being a good
leader begins with leading the people who are closest to you. Who do you spend the most time with?
Who do you influence the most? Your close friends? Your family? These people are your inner circle of
influence.

The Bible gives us a picture of what Jesus was like around His inner circle of influence—His disciples.
For 3 years, they walked from Jerusalem to Capernaum and many places in between. They shared
meals and had conversations about many things. They had many, many everyday moments, just as
you do. And in all of those everyday moments, Jesus was a faithful leader to His disciples.

When the crowds had gone home and no one else was watching, Jesus washed His disciples'feet.
Being a faithful leader begins with leading the people who are closest to you. This week, make leading
those in your inner circle your top priority. How can you lead by serving those closest to you?
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Family Connection: Let children’s families know that this week, their children will learn that leaders
are faithful in everyday life. Encourage them to ask their children what circles of influence are.

LESSON TIME

1. Connecting: Do an activity to learn about circles of influence.

Greet your children with a warm smile. This lets them know you care and are excited to see them. This
helps them get excited about coming to class.

The last few weeks we have learned about being a leader. Today we will learn more about
being a leader and how leaders influence others.

Teacher Tip: If you do not have enough room to do the circle activity with all the children in class,
choose 4-5 children to demonstrate it so that you can use less space.

Point out the smallest circle.
This circle represents a circle of influence. Everyone come stand in the smallest circle.
Children should all crowd into the smallest circle.

The people you influence most are the people you see every day or almost every day. They
might be your family members and friends. These people are in your smallest, closest circle of
influence. This circle of influence has the people closest to you, those you see every day.

Teacher Tip: Children often do not have much control or choice in their daily lives. However, they
still influence others around them. Help them to know that how they act in daily life can affect
others even in small ways.

As you stand in the inner circle, you are probably touching the people next to you. This is like
your inner circle of influence. Everyone turn around 3 times and clap your hands.

As the children turn around and clap, remind them to stay within the smallest circle if possible.

As you moved, it affected the people next to you. This is what influence is like. Your words,
actions, and attitudes directly affect the people in your inner circle of influence just as your
movements affected the people next to you.

¢ Everyone shout the names of some of the people who are in your inner circle of influence.
Children may answer things like family members, classmates, or close friends.

* How do your words, actions, or attitudes affect the people in your smallest circle of
influence?

Allow children to share their ideas.

Have children step into the middle circle.

This middle-sized circle represents a larger circle of influence. This influence is with people you
know but are not as close to as with those in the inner circle. Everyone kneel down and stand
up 3 times.

Allow the children to do the actions. Remind them to continue to stand in the middle circle when they
are done.
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Teacher Tip: When you have children do active or loud things, it can be hard to get their attention
again. Decide beforehand on a signal that will tell the children they must be quiet and pay
attention again. For example, you may hold up your hand or clap until all eyes are on you.

You may have still bumped into others, but you had more room around you, so your actions
did not affect those around you as much. This is what it is like with this circle of influence. The
people in this circle of influence are those you see often but for shorter periods of time. Your
words, actions, and attitudes can affect them but not as directly as they affect those in your
inner circle. These are people such as neighbours or children in a different grade at your school.

* Everyone shout the names of some of the people in your middle circle of influence.

* How could your words, actions, or attitudes affect the people in your middle circle of
influence?

Allow children to share their ideas.

Have children step into the largest circle. Ask them to do 5 jumping jacks and then sit down in this circle.

The people in your outer circle of influence are those you only see occasionally. In this circle,
you have more room around you so you did not bump into others as much when you did the
jumping jacks. In the same way, you have less influence on the people in this circle of influence.

The people in this circle of influence are people who are not part of your everyday life. You may
or may not know their names, but you would probably recognize their faces. These people may
be shopkeepers, village or community leaders, and people in your community who visit the
same places as you or walk on the same roads.

e Who are some of the people in your outer circle of influence?

¢ How could your words, actions, or attitudes affect the people in your outer circle of
influence?

Allow children to share their ideas.
Each one of us, including you, influences the people around us. For this reason, we are all
leaders because leaders influence others. Good leaders lead well in big things such as leading

countries or communities. But they also lead well in small, everyday things. Today we will read
a short Bible story about people who led well in their circles of influence.

2. Teaching: Hear the story about Peter and Tabitha (1 Peter 5:3;
Acts 9:36-42).

The Bible tells us something important about how to be a good leader. Listen to this verse:

If you are using the Memory Verse Poster, show it to the students.

Don't act as if you were a ruler over those under your care.
Instead, be examples to the flock.
1 Peter 5:3, NIrV

God is clear that we lead in our circles of influence through our words, actions, and attitudes. Like
you, the people in the Bible had circles of influence too. Listen to this story from the Bible about
Peter and Tabitha. As you listen, think about the circles of influence that these 2 people had.
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Teacher Tip: Although the children may have heard the story of Tabitha before, remind them that
God's Word is alive and can always teach us something new each time we read it.

Peter was a disciple of Jesus. Today’s story took place after Jesus had died, been raised to life,
and had returned to heaven. His disciples continued teaching others about Him. When our
story takes place, Peter was in Lydda visiting with the believers there.

If possible, read Acts 9:36-42 directly from a Bible. It is also printed here:

Optional: If possible, share the image from The Action Bible.

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas);
she was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became
sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room.
Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda,
they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”

Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room.
All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed.
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”

She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand
and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers,
especially the widows, and presented her to them alive.

This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
Acts 9:36-42

Now let’s talk about Tabitha and Peter’s circles of influence.

¢ How did Tabitha act as a leader?
She did good and helped the poor.
¢ Who was in her closest circle of influence?

The other believers and the poor people she had helped.

¢ How did Tabitha influence those in her circles of influence?

She helped and cared for others. She did what she could in small ways.

¢ How did Peter act as a leader?
He went with the disciples to try to help, listened to others, and prayed and believed God for
help in the situation.

¢ In which of Peter’s circles of influence were the disciples who sent for him? Why do you
think this is true?
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They were probably in his outer circle of influence. They had heard of Peter, but the Bible does
not say that they had met him.

¢ How did Peter affect the disciples and Tabitha in this outer circle of influence?

Peter’s actions were used by God to bring Tabitha back to life. Many people became Christians
when they heard what God had done through Peter.

Leaders can influence people in their inner circle, as Tabitha did. Leaders can also influence
people in their middle and outer circles of influence, as Peter did. When you are a leader, in big
or little ways, others will be influenced by your words, actions, and attitudes.

3. Responding: Choose a way to lead in each circle of influence.

Divide the class into groups of 3 children. Ask the small groups to discuss the following questions. Give
the groups about 2 minutes to discuss before you ask the next question.

* What is a practical way you can be a leader in your inner circle of influence? Remember
these are the people you are closest to and see every day.

* What is a practical way you can be a leader in your middle circle of influence? Remember
these are people you see often but are less close to, such as children in a different grade
at your school.

* What is a practical way you can be a leader in your outer circle of influence? Remember
these are people you only see occasionally, such as a shopkeeper.

Optional: If you are using the Student Pages, there is space for children to write and draw how they can
be leaders in their circles of influence every day.

Remember the things we have learned about being a leader. Good leaders are servants to
those they lead, such as Nehemiah. Sometimes we have unexpected leaders, such as Deborah.
Good leaders listen to God and follow His way as Gideon did. Good leaders affect others in
their circles of influence in big ways as Peter did and in everyday ways as Tabitha did. When you
are a leader, in big or little ways, others will be influenced by your words, actions, and attitudes.

Close class by speaking the following blessing from 1 Peter 5:3 over the children.

Blessing: With God’s help, may you be a faithful leader every day in all of your circles of
influence in big and small ways. May you lead by your example.

Lead the children in singing this quarter’s song, if possible. “A Thousand Hallelujahs” by
Brooke Ligertwood: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeS49pSXDts
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