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Because Joseph is not 
directly mentioned in 
the Bible after Jesus is 
12, it is possible that 
he died sometime 
before Jesus began His 
ministry. Joseph served 
God by providing a 
loving family for His Son.

On a visit to Jerusalem when He was 12, 
Jesus got separated from His parents. 
After days of frantic searching, Joseph 
and Mary found Him in the temple. Jesus 
seemed to think it was obvious they would 
find Him in His Father’s house. Jesus was 
referring to God, not Joseph, as His actual Father.

JOSEPH  
(NEW TESTAMENT)

Carpenter, earthly father of Jesus

MARRIED TO MARY
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Because Joseph (along with Mary) was of the family line of King David, they had to travel to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, to be counted for the Roman census. Whether walking or riding 
in a wagon or on donkeys, the trip probably took from three days to as long as a week.

Joseph served as Jesus’ earthly protector. Sometime 
after Jesus’ birth, while they were still in Bethlehem, King 
Herod sent soldiers to try to kill Jesus. Herod believed 
Jesus could be a king who would overthrow him. An angel 
warned Joseph in a dream that the baby was in danger 
and to take Him and Mary to Egypt. They lived in Egypt for 
possibly two years before returning to Nazareth.

Joseph worked as a 
carpenter, or tekton, which 
meant a craftsman who 
worked with both wood 
and stone. He would have 
been valued in the town 
because he could have 
helped build or repair 
everything from plows 
and wheels to beams, 
doors, and furniture used 
in homes. He taught his 
trade to his growing sons, 
including Jesus.

Joseph was a popular name in New Testament times, likely because another Joseph in 
Scripture was being honored. In the book of Genesis, that Joseph went to Egypt as a 
slave, and this Joseph went to Egypt to escape danger. Both served God well.

HOMETOWN
Nazareth, Galilee, Israel

WHERE IS IT NOW?
Nazareth, Israel

BACKGROUND
Joseph grew up in the same 
town as his bride, Mary. Joseph 
trusted and obeyed God.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Luke 1–2; Matthew 1

BIGGEST CHALLENGE

He found out that the young woman he was legally 
engaged to marry was expecting a baby—and he 
wasn’t the father. Then an angel told him in a dream 
that this baby was God’s own Son, without any human 
father. This was hard to believe. Though at first Joseph 
wanted to break the marriage contract, an angel 
spoke to him in a dream, and Joseph decided to trust 
God and follow through with his commitment to Mary.

He was the earthly father of Jesus 
and husband of Mary.CL
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JOSEPH  
(OLD TESTAMENT)

Shepherd, slave, prisoner, ruler, son of Jacob
His name means “increase” or “add.”

MOST  
EMBARRASSING  

MOMENT

He bragged to his family about how great he 
would become. At 17, Joseph told his family 
about dreams that one day they all would 
bow down before him. His brothers wanted 
to murder him for this insult, but instead 
they sold him as a slave to faraway Egypt.

After his father gave him a colorful coat, his 
jealous brothers betrayed him. Then after 
unfairly going to prison, Joseph was made a 
ruler by God so he could save all of Egypt—
and his Hebrew family—from a famine.

CLAIM TO FAME

HOMETOWN
Shechem, Canaan

WHERE IS IT NOW?
Nablus, West Bank, Israel

BACKGROUND
Joseph grew up as the favorite 
son of Jacob, the firstborn to his 
mother, Rachel, and the youngest 
of eleven half-brothers. He lived in 
Canaan until he was 17.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Genesis 37; 39–50

Joseph was sold to an Egyptian 
named Potiphar. The man’s wife 
thought Joseph was handsome 
and tried to kiss him—but he ran 
away. She lied and told Potiphar 
that Joseph had attacked her, so 
he was thrown in jail.

Joseph’s dreams did end up 
happening years later: Joseph, 
dressed as an Egyptian ruler 
and unrecognizable, stood 
before his brothers, who 
bowed respectfully before 
him. When Joseph forgave 
his brothers, they and 
their wives and children 
stayed in Egypt, and 
God’s people grew 
out of this family.
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SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL

Wherever Joseph found himself, He 
obeyed God and did his best, and God gave 
him success. Even in prison, Joseph worked 
hard and the warden made him a leader. God 
gave Pharaoh a dream about seven fat cows 
and seven skinny cows, but no one understood 
what it meant. Someone remembered that 
Joseph—still in prison—could interpret dreams. 
God made Joseph understand that the dream 
was a warning about a famine. Pharaoh was so 
impressed that he freed him and made him 
second-in-command of Egypt.

Joseph’s ten older brothers 
were really only half-brothers 
because they were Jacob’s 
children by Leah and two 

maids. Joseph was Jacob and 
Rachel’s son. While Joseph was 
in Egypt, Rachel had another 

son, Benjamin, who was 
Joseph’s only full brother.

Joseph must have learned his 
lesson about showing off. For 
the rest of his life, he seemed 
serious and humble. He 
loved God with all his heart.

Joseph knew he would die in Egypt, but he made his sons 
promise not to leave his body there. He wanted to be buried 
next to Abraham and Isaac in Canaan. Four hundred 
years later, when Moses led the people of Israel out 
of Egypt, they took Joseph’s bones with them.


