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HOMELAND
Possibly the Samnium 
region of south-central Italy

WHERE IS IT NOW?
South-central Italy

BACKGROUND
A Roman from Italy, he was 
probably also a military 
officer and veteran of 
Roman wars.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 
23; John 18

When Pilate questioned Jesus, he was amazed that Jesus didn’t 
beg for His life or at least defend Himself against the false 
charges. This governor thought he had authority over Jesus, 
but Jesus told him that his only authority came from God.

When the Romans crucified 
a criminal, they always hung 
a sign on the cross stating 
the crime, such as “thief” or 
“rebel.” For the sign on Jesus’ 
cross, Pilate wrote “king of the 
Jews.” The religious leaders insisted 
he change it to “He claimedHe was 
king of the Jews,” but Pilate refused. 
It ended up that Pilate was right.

PONTIUS PILATE
Roman governor of Judea

during Jesus’ ministry, and the Jewish 
people hated him. When the religious 
leaders brought Jesus to him for judgment, 
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After Jesus died, two groups 
came to see Pilate. The first 
group loved Jesus—Joseph 
of Arimathea and Nicodemus. 
They asked Pilate for Jesus’ 
body so they could put it in a 
tomb. Pilate agreed. The second 
group hated Jesus—some of 
the religious leaders. They asked 
Pilate to seal up Jesus’ tomb and 
set soldiers to guard it so His 
disciples couldn’t steal the body. 
Pilate agreed to this as well.

Pilate didn’t 
think Jesus was 

guilty of anything 
deserving death, but 
he was afraid of the 

crowds being against him. 
He tried multiple times to 

release Jesus. His own wife 
sent him a message saying 
she’d had a terrible dream 
indicating that Jesus was 
innocent. When it looked 
like a riot was about to 
begin, Pilate gave in to 

the angry mob and 
ordered Jesus to 

be crucified.
Pilate had a 
reputation for 
being brutally 
cruel. Luke 13:1 
records that he 
executed some 
Galilean Jews and 
then mixed their 
blood with their 
holy sacrifices.

One time Pilate needed money to build an aqueduct 
to bring water to a city. He stole the money from the 
Jewish temple treasury to pay for it, and then he had 
his soldiers beat up the worshippers who protested.

MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT

Pilate had the chance to talk with Jesus—but he wouldn’t 
believe what he was hearing. Pilate even asked Jesus, 
“What is truth?” But then he ended the conversation 
before letting Jesus answer. He missed a key opportunity!


