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Pilate

As the Roman governor over Judea, my job is to keep the peace and uphold justice. But today was different. Today, I think I 
may have sentenced an innocent man to die.

There had been reports of uprisings in the land of Judea, and I was sent to enforce Roman authority over the Jewish 
people—at all costs. Even from my palace, I have heard outcries from the streets below, beyond the high walls. Some Jews 
defy Rome’s authority and wish to be rid of our presence. Such people must be dealt with quickly to serve as an example. If 
I’m not seen as being in control, the emperor will send someone else who can do the job.

But this man—this Jesus of Nazareth—He is not a rebel. His crime was not one of violence or deceit against Rome. The 
Jewish priests and elders wish to see Him crucified for declaring Himself to be the Son of God. They gathered a crowd and 
marched Jesus through the streets to be put on trial outside my palace. The strangest thing was that when I asked Him, Jesus 
neither defended Himself nor renounced His claim to be God’s Son. This made the priests even more furious than before. 

From my comfortable seat in the shade, I stared out at the angry crowd that had gathered under the hot sun to watch the 
trial. As part of a local tradition during this time of year, before sentencing Him, I gave the people the choice of a prisoner 
whom I would set free. I had hoped they would ask for the release of Jesus, since it didn’t seem to me that He had done 
anything wrong. To my surprise, the crowd instead shouted for the release of another man—a murderer called Barabbas.

My wife then leaned over and warned me not to be involved in Jesus’ execution because she’d had a dream and knew 
He was innocent. With a troubled heart, I asked the crowd what should be done with Jesus. Their answer was clear: “Crucify 
Him!”

I told the crowd to do what they wanted with Jesus as I washed my hands of it all. I won’t be blamed for His death. I don’t 
know if the Hebrew God is real or not, and I don’t know exactly who Jesus is, but He is clearly the King of the Jews.

How do you feel when someone gets punished for something they didn’t do?

If you had Pilate’s power, what would you have said to the angry crowd of people?

What do you wish Jesus had said during His trial?
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