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MARRIED TO 
JOSEPH

The angel 
Gabriel 
appeared to 
both Mary and 
Zechariah. Each 
responded with 
surprise and 
asked how a 
miracle baby 
could happen. 
Zechariah asked 
out of unbelief, 
but Mary’s 
question was 
in faith and 
wonder.

Since Luke’s gospel is the only one that has 
details about what Mary herself thought 
and experienced, it is possible that Luke 
interviewed Mary when his travels with 
Paul took him to where she was living.

After Jesus was born, Mary 
and Joseph had several 

children together: four 
more sons—Joseph, 

James, Jude, and 
Simon—and at 

least two 
daughters.

Mary remained active in the early church 
after Jesus returned to heaven. Acts 1:14 
mentions that she prayed constantly with 
the other believers in Jerusalem.

MARY
Mother of Jesus
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HOMETOWN
Nazareth, Galilee, Israel

WHERE IS IT NOW?
Nazareth, Israel

BACKGROUND
She was an ordinary Jewish girl from a small 
town in the hills of western Galilee. Her parents 
could trace their family line back to King David.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Luke 1–2; Matthew 1–2; 12; Mark 3; John 2; 19
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When Mary was pregnant 
with Jesus, she went to the 
hill country of Judea to stay 
with her relatives Elizabeth 
(pregnant with John the 
Baptist) and Zechariah for 
three months. When Mary 
greeted Elizabeth, baby John 
inside Elizabeth leaped for 
joy, and God gave Elizabeth 
the knowledge that the baby 
inside Mary was the Messiah.

When Jesus was eight days old, Mary and Joseph took 
Him to the temple in Jerusalem to present Him to the 
Lord. An old man named Simeon gave a prophecy 
to Mary, saying that her Son would bring salvation 
to all people. Then an elderly prophet named Anna 
prophesied freedom through Jesus and gave thanks.
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As Jesus’ ministry was 
about to begin, His 
mother played a part 
in His life. Once, at a 
wedding party, Mary 
asked Jesus to help 
solve the problem when 
the wine ran out. Jesus 
did, and this event 
became His first miracle.
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When Jesus was crucified, Mary was at the foot of 
the cross with some women friends. With one of 
His last breaths, Jesus asked His disciple named 
John to take care of her after He died. John took 
Mary into his home as if she were his own mother.

BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE

She was asked to believe an angel 
who claimed that she would 
become a virgin mother and that 
the child would be the promised 
Messiah. When Mary heard the 
angel Gabriel’s message, she 
wasn’t married to Joseph yet. 
She knew people would not 
believe her and would think she 
had broken her vows to God and 
Joseph. But Mary trusted God, and 
she became the mother of Jesus.
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