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Women in that era were 
considered less capable than men. 
They had fewer rights, were not 
allowed to enter the temple as far 
as the men, had to sit in the back 
of the synagogue, and were not 
trusted to give accurate testimony. 
But Jesus treated Mary and all 
the women He encountered with 
respect, honor, and trust.

MARY MAGDALENE
Follower and financial supporter of Jesus

WEPT AT THE CROSS
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HOMETOWN
Magdala, northwest coast of the 
Sea of Galilee, Israel

WHERE IS IT NOW?
Al-Majdal, northwest shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, Israel

BACKGROUND
She grew up in a bustling Jewish 
city known for its fishing industry.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Matthew 27–28; Mark 15; Luke 8; 
24; John 19–20

BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE

She was a woman who claimed 
to have seen her dead Friend 
alive again. Would anyone 
believe her? When she went to 
the tomb to tend to  Jesus’ body, 
she was shocked to be greeted 

then see Jesus. Even though she 
touched His feet—so she knew 
He wasn’t a ghost—she chose 
to be brave and tell the disciples, 
though they doubted her.

A devoted follower of Jesus, Mary was 

to see Jesus after He rose from the dead.

CLAIM TO FAMEBefore Mary met Jesus, she was 
possessed by demons—seven of 
them—and was suffering deeply. The 
Bible doesn’t say how this happened. 
But it does tell of Jesus’ tremendous 
power over evil and His compassion 
for Mary. He commanded the 
demons to leave her, and then Mary 
left everything to follow Him.

Most of Jesus’ disciples were 
hiding and did not see when 
Roman soldiers nailed Him to 
the cross. Of the men disciples, 
only John is mentioned being 
at the crucifixion. But Mary 
Magdalene was there, along 
with Jesus’ mother, two women 
who were mothers of some 
of Jesus’ disciples, and other 
women. They did not abandon 
Jesus in His last moments.


