
20

7
Pharisee

Here comes that “Jesus of Nazareth,” passing through the gates of our city like a king. He must love all the attention from the 
cheering people. And then, He proclaims Himself to be the Son of God! Clearly, this Jesus is a fraud. I should know; I’m one 
of the Pharisees!

When it comes to the people who follow God’s Word, we’re the best of the best. We know all the correct prayers, we can 
recite entire passages of Scripture, and we make sure to keep ourselves holy and pure to impress God and earn His favor. And 
yet Jesus is merely a carpenter. Did He study in the temple for years and years the way I did? I think not!

Jesus spends most of His time teaching common people and visiting their homes. Doesn’t He know those people are 
impure?! Why does He choose to be around them? If He were a real teacher—like me—He would spend His days in the 
temple, seeking counsel and wisdom from the priests and elders. Instead, He wastes His time trying to befriend thieves, the 
diseased, and tax collectors! Why, it doesn’t make any sense!

Oh my, it gets worse … They say Jesus has been performing miracles. How could they be so easily fooled?! Whether it’s 
true or not, the people have taken these as proof that He is the Son of God. How can Jesus do all this without seeking our 
approval? We know best!

As if all of that weren’t bad enough, some people have started referring to Jesus as the Messiah. Seriously?! How can they 
honestly think Jesus is the promised Messiah? He can’t be! The true Messiah will appear in glory and majesty, coming down 
from heaven, not as this common carpenter, riding on a donkey!

Now these people are waving palm leaves at Him and calling for Him to save them. If this goes on, people may turn away 
from us and start following Jesus instead. He must be stopped! Perhaps the Romans can help us get rid of this Jesus once and 
for all. We have to restore order and get back to the old ways. We know the laws and the way things have always been. Once 
things are quiet again—whatever it takes—the people will thank us.

When have you ever felt jealous of someone? How did you deal with it?

How might the Pharisees have responded to Jesus’ message of loving your enemies?

In what ways were the Pharisees confused about why Jesus came?
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