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As Jesus and His twelve disciples traveled, 
they pooled their money and other 
resources. Other followers and admirers 
of Jesus began to make donations and 
offerings, and someone needed to be 
in charge of the money bag. Judas got 
this responsibility. But the temptation to 
secretly take money for himself became too 
much for him, and he stole from the group.

RESENTED THE WOMAN’S 
OFFERING

RESSENTEN ED 
OFF

When it came time for the soldiers to arrest Jesus, Judas arranged a 
signal so they would know which person to take: Judas went forward 
alone and gave Jesus a traditional Jewish greeting with a kiss on the 
cheek. Jesus knew that Judas was betraying Him, but He told him to 
do what he came to do and even called him friend.

Jesus was not surprised that Judas betrayed Him. Jesus knew 
this would happen, and Scripture prophecies foretold it. At the 
Last Supper, Jesus announced to the Twelve that He knew one 
of them would betray Him. Jesus showed that the betrayer was 
Judas by handing him a piece of bread. Jesus was sad about 
Judas and spoke to him, telling him to get the deed over with.

JUDAS ISCARIOT
Treasurer for Jesus’ disciples

Judas went secretly to Jesus’ enemies 
and agreed to hand Jesus over to 
them for thirty pieces of silver.

CLAIM TO FAME

HOMETOWN
Kerioth, Judea, Israel

WHERE IS IT NOW?
El Kureitein, Israel

BACKGROUND
The son of a Jewish man named 
Simon, he was chosen by Jesus to be 
one of His twelve disciples.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Matthew 26–27; Luke 22; John 12; 18
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After Judas helped with the arrest 
of Jesus, he changed his mind. He 
ran back to the temple and tried to 
return the money to the religious 
leaders. They wouldn’t take it, so 
Judas threw it into the temple. 
Then he went off and hung himself. 

Sometimes people call a horrible 
traitor “a Judas,” and “thirty pieces 
of silver” can mean a betrayal.

ometimes people call a horrible 

No one knows why Judas 
betrayed Jesus. The Bible 

does say that it was Satan’s 
work, but God used Judas’s 
betrayal to accomplish His 

ultimate purposes.

The Old Testament contains prophecies of some events related to Judas. 
The thirty pieces of silver was the same amount paid to Zechariah to show 
broken promises. Then Zechariah threw that money into the house of the 
Lord (as Judas did in the temple), and the money was given to the potter 
(as Judas’s money was used to buy a potter’s field; Zechariah 11:12–13).

MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT

He misunderstood what was important to Jesus. A woman came 
to Jesus and poured a jar of very expensive perfume on His feet 
to show her love. Judas got angry, saying she should have sold 
the perfume and used the money for the poor. But Judas did not 
really care about the poor. Jesus told Judas he was wrong in front 
of a lot of people, saying the woman had done a beautiful thing.


