
EPISODE 2

Connect with Jesus
 Bible Story:  The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-7)

 Connection Point:  We can thank God for sending Jesus to be our 
Savior.

Go to ConnectedChristmas.com/Episode2 to watch the Bible story video:

The Birth of Jesus.

 y How can we thank God for sending 
Jesus?

 y How can we connect with Jesus as 
our Savior?

BONUS QUESTIONS

 y Why did Joseph and Mary travel to 
Bethlehem?

 y Why do you think God chose a place 
where animals stayed for Jesus’ birth?

 y Explore Luke 2:1-7 in your Bible.

 y Thank God for sending Jesus to be our 
Savior.

https://vimeo.com/592280876/8fefc25b4e
http://ConnectedChristmas.com/Episode2
https://vimeo.com/592280876/8fefc25b4e


EPISODE 2

WHAT TO DO

Memorize Isaiah 9:6.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

“Away in a Manger”
Sing or listen to “Away in a Manger.” Check online for a children’s video of the song.

Verse 1
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Verse 2
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Verse 3
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.



EPISODE 2

WHAT TO DO

Create your own nativity scene, using modeling dough or clay (or other items from your 
home, such as blocks, toy people, chenille wire, or paper). You can increase the family 
fun by make your own Christmas-style modeling dough! Just use the Christmas Dough 
Recipe provided. Shape figures of Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. Add some animals—
sheep, a donkey, a cow. Use the scene to tell the Bible story of the birth of Jesus.

Christmas Dough Recipe
INGREDIENTS

 y 1 cup flour
 y 1/2 cup salt
 y 2 teaspoons cream of tarter

 y 1 cup water
 y Food coloring or gel colors.
 y 1 tablespoon vegetable oil

SUPPLIES

 y Modeling dough or clay (or other items from your home, such as blocks, toy people, 
chenille wire, or paper)

DIRECTIONS

1. Combine the flour, salt, and cream of tartar in a large bowl. Mix well; set aside.

2. Stir together the water, food coloring, and vegetable oil. (Add food coloring to the 
water first so it’s easier to mix in.)

3. Pour into a large pot on the stove and cook over medium heat. Using a wooden 
spoon, slowly add the dry ingredient mixture. Stir until the mixture starts to form a 
ball of dough and becomes dry. Remove from heat. (Grownups only!)

4. Let the dough cool and then knead. If the dough feels sticky, add more flour. Knead 
for at least 5 minutes to get a good consistency for your modeling dough.

5. Repeat with other colors as desired.



EPISODE 2 – Create (continued)

Note: Adults should cook the dough. Kids can be involved by helping to mix the ingredi-
ents before cooking.

QUICK OPTION
Color a picture and tell the Bible story of the birth of Jesus. Give crayons or colored 
pencils and a copy of the Nativity Scene Printable to each member of the family. Or work 
together to color one picture. You may want to frame and display the finished picture 
where it will be seen throughout the Christmas season.

SUPPLIES

 y Nativity Scene Printable
 y Crayons or colored pencils
 y Optional: 8 x 10 picture frame





EPISODE 2

WHAT TO DO

Dress up as Bible characters. Assign parts and act out the Bible story of the birth of Je-
sus. Be creative when assigning parts: Dad could be baby Jesus, a younger child could 
be Mary or Joseph, Mom could be an animal looking on. Use items from around the 
house as props: a doll (baby Jesus), a cardboard box (manger), and so on. You could also 
use a toy nativity set (or the set you created from modeling dough) to tell the Bible story 
about the birth of Jesus.

SUPPLIES

 y Bible character dress-up clothes (Towels, bathrobes, or sheets are fine!)
 y Household items to be used as props (doll, cardboard box, stuffed animals)
 y Optional: toy nativity set (or nativity set made from modeling dough)

QUICK OPTION
Read Luke 2:1-7 from the Bible. Then tell the story of the birth of Jesus from the perspec-
tive of one of the characters in the story. Encourage everyone in the family to share ideas 
for what that character might have felt or said.

SUPPLIES

 y Bible



EPISODE 2

WHAT TO DO

Make popcorn balls, using the recipe provided. As the kernels transform (change) into 
popcorn in the microwave, discuss how Jesus transformed our world when He was born 
and how He can transform our lives today. Together, thank God for sending Jesus to be 
our Savior.

Popcorn Balls Recipe
INGREDIENTS

 y 1 12-oz. bag of marshmallows,
 y 3 qt. microwavable popcorn

 y 1/2 stick of butter
 y (Optional: red and green sprinkles)

SUPPLIES

 y Microwave oven
 y Large mixing bowl
 y Cooking pot
 y Stove

 y Large stirring spoon
 y Parchment paper
 y Baking sheet

DIRECTIONS

1. Cook one bag of popcorn in the microwave according to directions. Place in a large 
bowl. Once cool, discard any un-popped kernels.

2. Melt the butter in a cooking pot on the stove over medium heat, stirring continually. 
(Grownups only!)

3. Add the bag of marshmallows and stir continually until all marshmallows are melted. 
Once marshmallows are melted, pour over cooked popcorn and stir until all the 
popcorn is coated with marshmallow syrup.

4. When the mixture has cooled slightly, coat your hands with a little butter and form 
popcorn into fist-sized balls. Place balls onto a parchment-paper lined baking sheet 



EPISODE 2 – Bake (continued)

to cool. (Note: If there is too much marshmallow syrup in the mixture and it won’t 
form into balls, add more popcorn until the mixture is the right consistency to form 
balls.)

5. Optional: Decorate the balls with red and green sprinkles.

6. Let the balls sit on the parchment paper until they are slightly hardened. Eat or store 
the balls in an airtight container.

QUICK OPTION
Make a bag of microwavable popcorn in the microwave (according to the directions on 
the bag). As the popcorn pops and the kernels transform, talk about how Jesus trans-
formed our world when He was born. Enjoy the popcorn together.

SUPPLIES

 y Bag of microwavable popcorn
 y Microwave oven 



EPISODE 2

WHAT TO DO

Show thanks to God by volunteering as a family to serve at your church.

Here are some ideas for serving together:

 y Help decorate, set up, and clean up for an event at your church.
 y Make or purchase a small surprise or gift for a church staff member; deliver the gift 

with words of encouragement and appreciation.
 y Volunteer in a ministry area where help is needed (greeters, a food pantry, senior 

care).
 y Prepare and deliver a meal to someone who has had a baby recently, or who is go-

ing to have a baby.

SUPPLIES

 y Supplies as needed for project selected (see ideas above)

QUICK OPTION
As a family, pray for someone you know who has recently had a baby, or who is going to 
have a baby. Thank God for sending Jesus to earth as a baby.

SUPPLIES

No supplies needed
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