
EPISODE 3

Connect with Friends
 Bible Story:  Shepherds Hear the Good News (Luke 2:8-20)

 Connection Point:  We can share the Good News about Jesus with  
friends and others.

Go to ConnectedChristmas.com/Episode3 to watch the Bible story video: 

Shepherds Hear the Good News.

 y How do we connect with friends?
 y How can we share the Good News 

about Jesus with our friends and 
others?

BONUS QUESTIONS

 y What do you think is the most amazing 
part of the story of Jesus’ birth?

 y If you could be a character in the story 
of Jesus’ birth, who would you want to 
be, and why?

 y Explore Luke 2:8-20 from the Bible.

 y Ask God to help your family as you 
share the Good News about Jesus.

https://vimeo.com/592862048/f51775caa8
http://ConnectedChristmas.com/Episode3
https://vimeo.com/592862048/f51775caa8


EPISODE 3

WHAT TO DO

Memorize John 1:1-2.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.”

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Sing or listen to “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.” Search online for a children’s video of the 
song.

Chorus
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Verse 1
While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.
(Chorus)

Verse 2
The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth.
(Chorus)

Verse 3
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.
(Chorus)



EPISODE 3

WHAT TO DO

Make your own Christmas wrapping paper and use it to wrap a small purchased or 
homemade gift for a friend or neighbor. To make the wrapping paper, use butcher paper 
or recycle paper grocery bags. Decorate the paper using Christmas stamps or stickers, 
paint, markers, stencils, or any other decorating supplies you want. Using a piece of your 
finished wrapping paper, wrap the present. When you give the gift, share the Good News 
about Jesus with that person.

SUPPLIES

 y Large pieces of butcher paper or paper 
grocery bags

 y Decorating supplies, such as Christmas 
stamps or stickers, paint, markers, sten-
cils, or other decorating supplies

 y Small gift
 y Scissors
 y Tape

QUICK OPTION
Tell each family member that you want them to quickly draw a picture that shows a way 
your family could share the Good News about Jesus with friends and others. The pictures 
can be simple. (Examples: a few coins [giving to a charity], a plate of food [serving a meal 
at a homeless shelter]) Provide paper and colored pencils or washable markers. After 
the drawings are finished, discuss the options and choose one way your family will share 
with others about Jesus.

SUPPLIES

 y Sheets of paper
 y Colored pencils or washable markers



EPISODE 3

WHAT TO DO

As a family, go caroling in your neighborhood. Invite friends and neighbors to a Christ-
mas service at your church—or to The Connected Christmas Celebration! (NOTE: You 
may want to check ahead of time to see whether your church has fliers about upcoming 
Christmas services and events that you can hand out.)

SUPPLIES

 y (Optional: fliers for The Connected Christmas Celebration)

QUICK OPTION
Sing Christmas carols in the car the next time you’re riding together as a family. Pray for 
your friends who don’t know about Jesus.

SUPPLIES

No supplies needed



EPISODE 3

WHAT TO DO

Use the recipe below or your own favorite recipe to bake a loaf of fruit bread. Give the 
bread to a neighbor who may be lonely or just needs to be encouraged. When you deliver the 
bread, stop for a visit to let the person know that you care about them and Jesus loves them.

Fruit Bread Recipe
INGREDIENTS

 y 1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
 y 3/4 cup granulated sugar
 y 2 eggs
 y 2–3 ripe bananas, mashed
 y 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour

 y 1 teaspoon baking soda
 y 1/2 teaspoon salt
 y 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 y 3/4 cup chocolate chips
 y 3/4 cup maraschino cherries, quartered

SUPPLIES

 y Loaf pan
 y Cooking spray
 y Oven and oven mitts
 y 2 mixing bowls and spoons

 y Electric mixer (or whisk)
 y Timer
 y Cooling rack
 y Plastic wrap

DIRECTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. (Grownups only!) Spray a loaf pan with cooking spray and set 
aside.

2. In a large mixing bowl, use an electric mixer (or whisk) to cream together the butter 
and sugar. Stir in the eggs and mashed bananas.

3. In another bowl, stir together the flour, baking soda, and salt. Add to dry ingredients 
to the banana mixture and mix in the vanilla extract.

4. Stir in the chocolate chips and prepared maraschino cherries.



EPISODE 3 – Bake (continued)

5. Pour batter into a loaf pan and place into oven. (Grownups only!) Bake for 1 hour, or 
until a toothpick inserted in the middle comes out clean.

6. Remove from oven and let set for 5 minutes. Then remove the bread from the loaf 
pan and set it on a cooling rack. When cool, wrap the loaf in plastic wrap.

QUICK OPTION
Send a surprise meal or dessert to encourage a friend. Use a meal-delivery app to order 
the food. (Be sure to include a tip when placing the order.) Call and let your friend know 
you’re praying for them and that Jesus loves them. You may also want to let them know 
that a surprise is on its way, so they will know to answer the door when delivery arrives.

SUPPLIES

 y Phone or computer with access to Internet 



EPISODE 3

WHAT TO DO

As a family, visit a senior care facility, a neighbor who may be lonely, or a friend you ha-
ven’t seen in a long time. Offer a listening ear, encouragement, and a prayer for anyone 
who needs it. Share the Good News about Jesus with them. OR, Volunteer to be a bell 
ringer for the Salvation Army or help a local charity that is sponsoring a Christmas project.

SUPPLIES

No supplies needed

QUICK OPTION
Send a quick text or email or make a phone call to let a friend know that you care about 
them and that Jesus loves them. Be sure to ask family members who the message should 
go to and what it should say.

SUPPLIES

 y Phone or computer
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